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Welcome to this week’s update from the Halton SEND Parent Youv Viaice. Caunte

Carers Forum newsletter - Our aim is to keep parent carers informed, connected and able to share their
experiences so local services can continue to improve.
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HSPCF Events and Opportunities

1. Parent Carer Coffee Mornings — 30" of April

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our first coffee morning in our wonderful new
SEND base at Bridgewater Park Primary School. It was lovely to see so many of our regular
families, as well as welcome some new faces too.

This week, we are pleased to be joined by Rhona Hobson from Educational Psychology.
Please do come along for a cuppa and a chat and feel free to bring any questions with you.

These sessions are always a great chance to come together, sharing experiences, ask
qguestions and make sure parent carer voices are heard. We would also like to thank
everyone who has so kindly donated items to help us create a sensory room in our new
space.

Date: 30th April Time: 9.30am — 11.30am

Venue: Bridgewater Park School Runcorn
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2. Hummingbird Pizza and Craft Night — 8" of May
We are excited to be holding our next Pizza and Craft Night on 8th May at
Hummingbird Art Studio with Alison. If you would like to attend, please get in touch

with us by email to be added to the list.

It will be a lovely evening in a relaxed and welcoming environment, where children
and adults alike can spend time together, connect with other families, and enjoy
getting creative in a pressure-free space.

Time: 5pm-7pm Venue: Hummingbird Studio Runcorn

RSVP Email: info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk

X

HUMMINGBIRD

ARTS, CRAFTS & PIZZA

join us for our monthly family friendly
session at Hummingbird Art studio.

Halton
Carer's Forum

Your voice couts

O Meet other parent carers

Q Lite Skills
@ Independance

( ) Friendship

5-7pm
08 MAY 2026

o
x
x
x
x
x
X
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
2%
o
x
x
x
x
x
X
2%
2%
2%
2%
0%
2%
a%
0
<

X

contoct us
k INFO@HALTONSENDPCF.ORG.UK

%
Y
: : - %

X

X
X
X
X




1
J~ . —\r/\\— ~l
e Forum HALTON ool

Carer's Forum
Jaice Cou jeuy Naice Count

Halton Borough Council Updates

3. Update from 23" April Zoom.

Thank you to everyone who joined our recent Zoom session with Michaela Bridge
and Kelly Carey. The session revisited key updates from the recent You Said, We
Did, We’re Doing event, including the SEND monitoring inspection outcome, the
SEND Improvement Programme update, Speech and Language Therapy changes,
and the Schools White Paper / SEND reforms.

There was also an update on Halton’s SEND Reform Plan, including why reform is
happening, the local work already underway, and the next steps over the coming
weeks. This includes engagement sessions with parent carers, schools, health
colleagues and other partners to help shape the local plan.

Parent carers were also encouraged to take part in the upcoming SEND
engagement events, which will give families the chance to learn more about the
proposed reforms, share their views, and help shape local SEND support, including
the developing Experts at Hand model. All Slides and engagement posters are
attached.

The consultations will take place:

Monday 27t 1pm-3pm DCBL stadium Wednesday 29 1-3pm - Runcorn Venue
TBC

Tuesday 5" May 9am-11am - DCBL Stadium.

Please book Via this link : SEND Engagement Events - SEND Reform Plan — Fill
out form

4. Disabled Children’s Regqister

Halton Borough Council is encouraging families to complete the Disabled Children’s
Register. The register helps the local authority better understand the number of
disabled children and young people in Halton, along with the kinds of support
families may need. This can help with future planning, service development and
making sure families are included in relevant information and opportunities.

If you have a disabled child or young person, you may wish to complete the register
using the link below.

https://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/disabled-childrens-reqgister



https://forms.office.com/e/TacvaXV174
https://forms.office.com/e/TacvaXV174
https://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/disabled-childrens-register
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Halton Borough Council Updates

5. Consultation now open on increased SEND capacity in Halton

Halton Borough Council has opened a consultation on plans to increase local SEND
capacity through new inclusion bases in mainstream schools across Halton. The
proposals would create additional specialist provision for children and young people
with SEND, including support for speech, language and communication needs,
interaction needs, and cognition and learning.

Parent carers can share their views online or in writing until 13 May 2026. In-person
consultation events are also taking place at the schools involved.

Consultation closes: 13 May 2026 Link:
http://www.halton.gov.uk/RBConsultation

Or if you prefer to attend an in person consultation event these are the available
events

e Windmill Hill Primary School — Monday 27 April, 4.30pm

e Gorsewood Primary School — Tuesday 28 April, 4.45pm

o Fairfield Primary School — Wednesday 29 April, 5.00pm

« Hale Church of England Primary School — Thursday 30 April, 5.00pm
e Saints Peter and Paul Catholic High School — Tuesday 5 May, 5.00pm

6. New Edition of Send Newsletter

The latest Halton Borough Council SEND Newsletter is now available and includes
videos from the recent “You Said, We’re Doing” event, along with updates on speech
and language therapy, Family Hubs, short breaks, and other SEND developments in
Halton. If you were unable to attend the event or would like to look back over the
information shared, this newsletter is well worth a read.

Link:
https://news.communications.halton.qov.uk/BC6DD929BD48B50E98398B9A6751938
34FO0FD243ECD47346CE75B4B51315AEA9/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD7

3BA3/VIB?es c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=56D91EFB356D
ANFRAN2C.R2417R83ARAF4ARes id=nde%c2%aR29



http://www.halton.gov.uk/RBConsultation
https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/BC6DD929BD48B50E98398B9A675193834F0FD243ECD47346CE75B4B51315AEA9/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3/VIB?es_c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=5D91EFB356D30F64D2C82417636B3F4A&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/BC6DD929BD48B50E98398B9A675193834F0FD243ECD47346CE75B4B51315AEA9/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3/VIB?es_c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=5D91EFB356D30F64D2C82417636B3F4A&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/BC6DD929BD48B50E98398B9A675193834F0FD243ECD47346CE75B4B51315AEA9/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3/VIB?es_c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=5D91EFB356D30F64D2C82417636B3F4A&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/BC6DD929BD48B50E98398B9A675193834F0FD243ECD47346CE75B4B51315AEA9/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3/VIB?es_c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=5D91EFB356D30F64D2C82417636B3F4A&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
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Cheshire and Merseyside ICB Updates

The team continues to attend the Health Co-production meetings where updates are
shared from health partners. Families are encouraged to let services know as early
as possible if they need to cancel an appointment so they can be reoffered to
another individual. If your child has received an ADHD or Autism diagnosis privately
or through Right to Choose can families also get in touch so records can be
updated.

7. ADHD and sleep medication repeat prescriptions

Children’s Community Medical Services has shared an update about how families
should now request repeat ADHD and sleep medication for children and young
people in Halton. Requests must now be made by email only. Families are asked to
email 7-10 days before medication runs out to:
bchft.halton.prescriptions@nhs.net

In the email, families should include:

e the child or young person’s name, address and date of birth, details of the
medication needed

The team has advised that prescriptions can only be issued if there are up-to-date
height, weight and blood pressure measurements available, taken within the last 3—
6 months. Families will receive a text message to confirm the request has been
received, and requests are usually processed within 48—72 hours on working days.

8. Bridgewater and Warrington hospital Merger

From 1 April 2026, Warrington and Halton Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust and Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust came together
as one organisation, now called North Cheshire and Mersey NHS Foundation Trust.

For families, the key message is that there are no immediate changes to care, with

services continuing in the same places, with the same staff, contact details and
referral routes.

9. Speech and Language Therapy updates:

We know many families are continuing to follow the recent Speech and Language
Therapy changes. Previous updates remain available in our recent newsletters, and
we will continue to share any new information as it becomes available.
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10 . Caudwell Children - Free Family Workshops

Caudwell Children is offering free workshops for families, including Autism: Next Steps
Workshops for children, young people and parents.

Sessions are available in person and online and cover areas such as communication,
emotions, sensory needs, puberty and friendships. They also offer other virtual
workshops, including sleep, eating and nutrition and meeting sensory needs, where a
diagnosis is not required.

Find out more / apply here Workshops | Caudwell Children

11.Smart Bright Training CIC — SEND workshops and parent support

Smart Bright Training CIC is offering a range of SEND workshops for parent carers,
along with 1:1 SEND parent consultations. Their sessions aim to help families better
understand their child’s needs, navigate the SEND system, and feel more confident in
supporting their child. They also offer support around parent carer rights, practical
strategies, and understanding the SEND process.

They have also shared that free places may be available for some new commissions via
their website. For more information, to book workshops, or to enquire about 1:1
consultations, visit:

www.smartbrighttraining.co.uk/workshops and see attached poster.

ﬁ Halton Send Carers Forum rj haltonsendcarersforum

Haltonsendcarersforum.org.uk

To keep up to date with events, consultations, and support for parent carers, you can stay
connected with us in the following ways:

Website:
www.haltonparentcarersforum.org

@ Email:
info@haltonparentcarersforum.org

Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDParentCarersForum

28 Closed Facebook group (for parent carers):
Halton SEND Parent Carers Forum — Closed Group


https://www.caudwellchildren.com/families/workshops/?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=Organic&utm_campaign=Workshops&utm_content=13-04-2026&fbclid=IwY2xjawRO_-tleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETB3VThRRkFWeVNKdHl2clFtc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHs3bBCTx4hOPD9DyekEwH3d6BlxhRTb4WbIeaRIm3Q2hn84vEQsrKWYqhim6_aem_SepAKP0oGtypOsGspcJLLw
http://www.smartbrighttraining.co.uk/workshops
http://www.haltonparentcarersforum.org/
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Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS

A voice to inform families with children Foundation Trust. Here you will find
with additional needs of the services in information about all of Halton's Health

Halton Send Parent
Carer’s Forum

1 Bridgewater

L our local area which may be beneficial to services
F‘{‘_Elll()'llF 1) your child. BCH FT
Largrsrorum

www.haltonsendcarersforum.org.uk www.bridgewater.nhs.uk/halton/

2 ADDvanced Solutions 2 Sendiass
An open access offer that supports the If you need some advice, guidance or
emotional health and wellbeing of Halan support on any issues that are affecting you

> neurodivergent children and young people, SENDIASS or your child then we're here to help. We

their families and the professionals that work provide impartial and confidential

ADDvanced Sciutions

e ot with them. information and support. X
www.addvancedsolutions.co.uk www.sendiasshalton.co.uk/
3 Halton Carer's Centre 3 Family Hubs
Halton Carers' Centre is a network partner of A one stop digital platform for Halton
HALTON the Carers Trust, We work to reach unpaid r residents to use to find services, events,
\\.— support groups and advice

CARE RS young & adult carers and develop services
for them across the borough.,

CENTRE !'jR{‘)\LTQ,\N www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/
www.haltoncarers.co.uk
$f+2 FamilyHub

Together for all in Halton

2 NHS T
www.kooth.com  nHs Foundaton Trust  wiww,merseycare.nhs.uk

Headz Up Halton drop-in hub

An informal drop-in café where young people

up to 18 years, parents and carers can drop by
to speak with a mental health professional for

assessment, advice and signposting to local

Our Mental Health Support Team provides direct  Kooth is a free digital safe and
mental health support to 45 schools in Halton.  anonymous platform for support for
We promote the early detection and prevention  young people. They have wellbeing
of mental health problems, strengthen links with  activities, journals, discussion
mental health services, providing direct, ongoing boards, tips and a free Chat and corvices
support around mental health and wellbeing messenger option for young people  _
across ti:omwho!e school. : to talk to someane, Tues- Brookvale / Thursday Warrington Rd b
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NEW HSPCF HUB ;

After Easter we are delighted to be based in our £

HUMMINGBIRD new Hub at Bridgewater Park school. We will host -
R / our parent coffee sessions here and going forward

there wul‘ be opportumtles for you to have 1:1

s
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PARENT ADVICE, SUPPORT &

CHECK-IN

Come and meet other parents on a similar journey to yourself. Get
peer to peer advice and support along with a Coffee.

Meet other parent carers

Help shape local services

“Never undarestimaote Share important information

the power of a chat. - ;
Its a simple act that y Carer's Forum
Get support & Advice Your volee acuuts

can bring light into
the darkest corners of
loneliness”

Discuss important topics

RRQQKQ

CONTACT US

% 9:30-11.30am

30 APRIL 2026
Halton SEND Parent Carers Forum Venue
BRIDGEWATER PARK

co @ info@haltonsendpcf.org SCHOOL, WA7 2LW

@ haltonsendcarersforum.org.uk Guest
op i

contact
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Halton SEND PCF Evening

Zoom
Thursday, 26 April 2026

1
_ ) INHS
Local Area SEND Partnership Ty & S —
Key Updates Tonight

1. You Said, We Did, We're Doing Event - those not able to attend vide os were made of all the presentations
which were on:

2. These areallinthe SEND Parent Carer newsletter, have you all signed up? if not, please do by emailing me
3. S&LTherapy Update
4. Changes st Bridgewster Foundation Trust

5. SEND Reforms

6. Questionsorqueries
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You Said, We Did, We're Doing Event:

Cursecond "You Said, We Oid, We're Doing' event too k plece on 28 March at the Halton Stedium. The event
sllowed the Halton Locsl Ares SEND Partnership to update parents and carers on the progress being made across
SEMND services in Halton, sswell sz whet's coming nest.

Therewss an overview ofwhet parents and carers heve told us, whet we heve done so far regarding tho se
suggestions andwhet isto come next.

After feed back fro m our first event there was & refreshed format which mede sure the session wes focused and
intersctive, including tabletop ectivities.

Forthose of youwho weren't able to join us on the day, sllthe presentstions from the event were recorded and can
be eccessed on thelstest Helton SEMD Parent Carer Mewsletter.

Qurestion:
A suggestion is that these ewvents may be more sccessibie ifwe were to hold them on 8 Saturday morning
Jjust for 8 couple of hours with activities for children and young people going on st the same time.

Local Area SEND Partnership

HALTON e
Halton Speech & Language Tharapy Update
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From 1 April, Warrington and Halton Teaching Hospitals NHS Founds tl:-nTrust n:IE,nk:.\Et rn_-:ITITLI'II‘l':,'HE ithcare MHS
Foundstion Trust hewve formally come togsther a5 2 single orgsnis stion;

Thiizs rerger has been in development for some time and has now been approved nationzlly. The simis simple: to bring
hiospital snd community senices closer togsther, improving cane journeys snd making senices mone joirsd-up and resilisnt

Thiis rilestone marks a rew chapter for healthcare in Wamngton and Halton, and is intended to ransform and stengthen
heslthcare services ower the months and years shead to provide exceptional care. Whils the organisation’s name is changing,
there will be no immediste changss tothe mngeof senices and care provided. Patients and services users will continus to
receive the same care and trestment, with the same medical team, in the same place.

'-.I".I'h t does this mean inpractice?
Mo changes forfamiliss or referrers —the same staff inthe same locations
Senvice names, contact detsils, and refermsl routes all stay the same
Around 6,500 staff zre nowweorking togsther across scube and CoOMMLINTY SENICES
Cruer timee, senices will be stresmiined to improve waiting times snd makes sure careis deliveredin the right plece stthe

right time
5
. (W NHS|
Local Area SEND Partnership H—;% - Chashie s Marseyside
X - X
XX XX
R Department for Education Plens to Reform SEMD Support Dy
XX XX
{& The Council for Disebled Children and the Department for E::Iu::atlznn are partn eringto host & series of online and XX
XX in-person engesgement events g5 part of the = o XX
XX XX
Xx These events are an important op portunity for anyone with &n imerest in the consultstion to share their views on X
X the proposals- including parents and carers, locel suthorities, schools, esrly yesrs and further ed ucstion settings, X
X snd socisl care and hestth representstives. X
X X
g You can find out more informetio n and book on &n event here. g
XX Here's alink to the information lesflets thet the Department for Educetion heve produced parent f carers about XX
X the reforms: XX
X \ - / X
X X
X X
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SEND Reform Plan

Why is SEND reform happening?
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Principles for SEND reform
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Who is responsible for delivering reform?
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ntegratec Care Bosrd [ICE)

parsnt Carer Forum and young people
» Schools and Mult-Academy Trusts

Early ¥ears Prowviders

Further Education [FE) Providers

provicers |[heslth, ecucztion 2nd sooizl care
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What the local area must submit:

Loczl SEND retorm plan
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Partnership hatun ALCEL L TEN
Retormn Dtz Tempizis
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Whatis the SEND Reform Plan?

2. Siralegy — Howe Lhe o

3. M oniloring and Cwalualon — | ow e ke
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5. Cen ra Gowrmmenl Supporl — How e can hedp the
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Whatis the Maturity Assessment?
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What will we be doing:

= Ky Eroup owersesing SEMD Reform Plan indwd nEg Transformation Team, HoS, Deputy HoS, ERS
L0, DEI0
= Ergzgameant szsnions with PCE schools, WMAT lzscs IZE/hesith collesErses

= Forused mestingEs with key omoers aonoss LA 2nd 106 |proioers, dzts, inamce, DLO, D500
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Engagement events —focus & provisional dates
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Key Dates for submission:

* Draft SEND Reform Plan — 15™ May 2026
* Final submission of SEND Reform Plan— 1950 June 2026

Risks & challenges
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Hewe Your Say on SEND Reforms

SEMND Engagemant Events — Your Voice Matters

030083050%;

The Govermment is introducing changes through a national SEND Reform Plan. We want

to hear your views, experiences, and pricnties so that local armangements reflact whet
matters maost to our SEND community.

What are the events about?
* | earm about the key propossals in the SEMD Reform Plan

* Help shape future SEMD provision and support lecally, including the Experts &t Hand
model

» Strengthening Effective Partnerships and Practice

Your feedback will directly inform local decision-making and planning.
Whao should attend?

* Parants and carers of children and young pecple with SEND

* Schools, settings, and colleges

X

* Education, health and social care professionals
Event details
There are 3 detes for the SEMD Engagemeant Events (you only neaed to attend 1 date]

¢  Maonday 27th April - 1pm - 2pm
¢  Wednesday 25th April- 1pm - 3pm
¢ Tuesday03th May-3am-11am
Details of venue will be sant cnce your place is confirmed.

Howe to book:

Plessea use this Ink to book your placa
SEND Engagament Events - SEND Reform Elap - Fill out form

Why your voice matters

By sttending, you can help ensure changes are inclusive, transparent, and focusad on
improving outcomes for children and young people with SEMD. We look forward to
heanng from you. Together, we can shape & better SEND system.
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Wea are imating parents, carers, schools, snd professionals to take part inupcoming %
SEMD engapement events to help shape how SEND reforms are implemented locally. }
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