
Halton SEND Carer’s Forum  

Weekly update – 1st May 2026 

Welcome to this week’s update from the Halton SEND Parent 

Carers Forum newsletter - 

 

 

 

 

 

HSPCF Events and Opportunities 

1. Parent Carer Coffee Mornings  – 7th,, 14th and 21st of May 

We wanted to share our May coffee morning dates in advance, so families have 
plenty of time to arrange schedules to attend any specific coffee morning depending 
on guest speakers. We will begin on 7th May in our Bridgewater Park Hub with a 
relaxed coffee morning and no guest speaker, giving parent carers the opportunity to 
come together for a cuppa, a chat and some peer support. With a lovely sensory 
space available too.  

We are then pleased to be welcoming Ben Holmes on 14th May at the DCBL 
Stadium, followed by Esther Gibson from Woodview Child Development centre on 
21st May back in our Bridgewater Park Hub.  

These sessions are always a great chance to come together, share experiences, ask 
questions and make sure parent carer voices are heard. Please do feel free to share 
these dates with other parent carers who may like to come along. 

Date: 7th May       Time: 9.30am – 11.30am   

 Venue:  Bridgewater Park School Runcorn - No Guest  

 



 

HSPCF Events and Opportunities 

 

2. Hummingbird Pizza and Craft Night – 8th of May   

This months Hummingbird Event takes place next week on the 8th of May. There are 

still a small number of spaces available, so if your family would like to come along, 

please contact us by email to be added to the list. 

These evenings are a lovely opportunity for families to relax, get creative together, 

and connect with other parent carers in a safe and welcoming setting. 

Time: 5pm-7pm     Venue: Hummingbird Studio Runcorn  

RSVP Email: info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk 

  

mailto:info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk


HSPCF Events and Opportunities 

3. Parents Zoom Session – 21st May  

Our follow-up Parent Carer Zoom Session, led by Michaela Bridge, is a chance for 

families to hear the main points discussed at the previous week’s coffee morning with 

Ben Holmes, Director of Education, Inclusion and Provision. 

We know daytime sessions are not always possible for everyone, so these evening 

Zooms are a great way for parent carers to stay connected, hear important updates, 

and ask questions. 

Please do feel free to share this with other parent carers who may like to come 

along. It’s great when we have lots of engagement from parents and services are 

able to hear parent carers lived experiences.  

Time: 8pm-9pm  Meeting Id: 834 1793 6320  Passcode: 927643 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83417936320?pwd=OYldJtLqzmGNAzeP0oKUKbC4lyo3ej.1 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83417936320?pwd=OYldJtLqzmGNAzeP0oKUKbC4lyo3ej.1


 

Halton Borough Council Updates 

 

4. SEND Reform Plan  

There has been a further update on Halton’s SEND Reform Plan, including why 
reform is happening, the work already taking place locally, and what will happen 
next over the coming weeks. Work is continuing with parent carers, schools, health 
colleagues and other partners to help shape the local plan and make sure local 
arrangements reflect what matters most to families. 

Parent carers are encouraged to take part in the upcoming SEND engagement 
events, which will give families the chance to find out more about the proposed 
reforms, share their views, and help shape future local SEND support, including the 
developing Experts at Hand model. With the Last in person event taking place on:  

Tuesday 5th May 9am-11am -   DCBL Stadium.  

Please book Via this link : SEND Engagement Events - SEND Reform Plan  – Fill 

out form  . The Slides shared during last weeks zoom are also included in this 

Newsletter for those who would like to read them.  

3. Disabled Children’s Register 

Halton Borough Council is asking families to consider completing the Disabled 
Children’s Register. 

This helps the local authority better understand the number of disabled children and 
young people in Halton and the kinds of support families may need. It can also help 
with planning services and making sure families are included in relevant updates 
and opportunities.If this applies to your family, you can complete the register using 
the link; https://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/disabled-childrens-register 

6. New Edition of Send Newsletter  

The latest Halton Borough Council SEND Newsletter, released last week, includes 
videos from the recent “You Said, We’re Doing” event, along with updates on 
speech and language therapy, Family Hubs, short breaks, and other SEND 
developments across Halton.  

If you missed the event, or would like to look back over the information shared, it is 
well worth a read.  Link: https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/ 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/TacvaXV174
https://forms.office.com/e/TacvaXV174
https://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/disabled-childrens-register
https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/BC6DD929BD48B50E98398B9A675193834F0FD243ECD47346CE75B4B51315AEA9/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3/VIB?es_c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=5D91EFB356D30F64D2C82417636B3F4A&es_id=p4e%c2%a329


  

 

Halton Borough Council Updates 

 

5. Consultation now open on increased SEND capacity in Halton 

Halton Borough Council is currently consulting on plans to increase local SEND 

capacity through new inclusion bases in mainstream schools across Halton.These 

proposals would create additional specialist provision for children and young people 

with SEND, including support for speech, language and communication needs, 

interaction needs, and cognition and learning. 

Anyone can still take part in the consultation by sharing their views online or in writing 

until 13 May 2026.  Link: http://www.halton.gov.uk/RBConsultation  

Or if you prefer to attend an in-person consultation event there is one more in person 

event scheduled  

Saints Peter and Paul Catholic High School – Tuesday 5 May, 5.00pm 

7. Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme 

Halton Borough Council’s Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme offers free 
activities and healthy meals during the Easter, Summer and Winter school 
holidays.The programme is available for: 

• children and young people aged 4 to 16 who receive benefits-related free 
school meals  

• young people up to age 25 with special educational needs or disabilities  

Activities take place at venues across Halton. Some sessions are open to all school-
aged children, and free packed lunches are available on weekdays. 

Families who think they may be eligible for benefits-related free school meals are 
encouraged to check and sign up here: 
https://www3.halton.gov.uk/Pages/EducationandFamilies/Schools/FreeSchoolM
eals.aspx 

The programme is funded by the Department for Education and delivered in 
partnership with Halton Borough Council. Details for the Summer HAF programme 
will be shared when made available 

 

http://www.halton.gov.uk/RBConsultation
https://www3.halton.gov.uk/Pages/EducationandFamilies/Schools/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx
https://www3.halton.gov.uk/Pages/EducationandFamilies/Schools/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx


 

  

 

Cheshire and Merseyside ICB Updates 

Health updates continue to be shared through the Health Co-production Meetings, 
which the forum attends regularly to help keep parent carers informed of local 
developments. 

 

8. Bridgewater and Warrington hospital Merger  

From 1 April 2026, Warrington and Halton Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust and Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust came together 
as one organisation, now called North Cheshire and Mersey NHS Foundation Trust. 

For families, the key message is that there are no immediate changes to care, with 
services continuing in the same places, with the same staff, contact details and 
referral routes. 

 

7. ADHD and sleep medication repeat prescriptions 

A reminder that repeat ADHD and sleep medication requests for children and young 
people in Halton must now be made by email only. 

Families are asked to email 7–10 days before medication runs out to: 
bchft.halton.prescriptions@nhs.net.  

Requests can only be processed where up-to-date height, weight and blood 
pressure measurements are available from the last 3–6 months.  

 

9. Speech and Language Therapy updates: 

We know many families are continuing to follow the recent Speech and Language 
Therapy changes. Previous updates remain available in our recent newsletters, and 
we will continue to share any new information as it becomes available. 

mailto:bchft.halton.prescriptions@nhs.net


  

Other Information & Support 

10. Easy Read Hub 

Families may be interested in The Easy Read Hub, which provides free easy read 

versions of news and current affairs across a wide range of topics. 

The site creates more accessible versions of complex stories, using a combination of 

technology and human review to help make information clearer and easier to 

understand. Articles also include images and visual support, and the site is designed to 

work well across different devices. This may be a helpful resource for anyone who 

benefits from information being shared in a more accessible format. 

Link: https://easyread.co.uk/feed?q=special+educational+needs 

11.  Early Years SEND Reform: online parent sessions 

Families with a child aged under 8 who has been through, or is currently in, the early 

education system may be interested in these upcoming online parent sessions from 

Dingley’s Promise. 

The sessions will look at the proposed Early Years SEND reforms and give families the 

chance to hear more about the policy changes, share their experiences, and have their 

voices heard. 

These sessions may be particularly helpful for families of younger children with SEND 

who would like to better understand the proposals and feed into the conversation. 

Booking link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-years-whitepaper-consultation-

engagement-events-tickets-1987918636154?aff=oddtdtcreator 

 

https://easyread.co.uk/feed?q=special+educational+needs&view_mode=cards&commit=Search
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-years-whitepaper-consultation-engagement-events-tickets-1987918636154?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-years-whitepaper-consultation-engagement-events-tickets-1987918636154?aff=oddtdtcreator


  

 Halton Send Carers Forum haltonsendcarersforum 

Haltonsendcarersforum.org.uk 

To keep up to date with events, consultations, and support for parent carers, you can stay 

connected with us in the following ways: 

  Website: 

www.haltonparentcarersforum.org 

        Email:  

info@haltonparentcarersforum.org 

 Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDParentCarersForum 

   Closed Facebook group (for parent carers): 

Halton SEND Parent Carers Forum – Closed Group 

 

 

 

 

Other Information & Support 

 

1. Research participants – early years transition study 

A trainee Educational Psychologist working with Halton Local Authority is looking for 

parent carers to take part in a research project about enhanced transition to primary 

school for children with SEND. The research is looking for parent carers of children with 

SEND who: 

• moved from a private nursery to a mainstream primary school in Halton  

• experienced an enhanced or supported transition during Summer 2025  

•  did not have an EHCP at the time of transition.  

Taking part would involve a single in-person interview of around one hour, in a location 

chosen by the participant, with an optional follow-up focus group later in the year. 

Participation is entirely voluntary.  

If this applies to your family and you may be interested in taking part, you can register 

your interest by emailing: SXD889@student.bham.ac.uk 

Deadline to register interest: 15 May 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.haltonparentcarersforum.org/
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North Cheshire and Mersey NHS Foundation Trust - North Cheshire and Mersey NHS Foundation Trust 

Every child achieving and thriving and SEND consultation supporting information - GOV.UK 

North Cheshire and Mersey NHS Foundation Trust - 

https://northcheshireandmersey.nhs.uk/?es_c=2297A66BDE0613B5F6F06ABAEA518C46&es_cl=D48B9D6B190765EA76D310EAA5399000&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-send-reforms-sheets?es_c=2297A66BDE0613B5F6F06ABAEA518C46&es_cl=15202371062AFD9ACB3B6E5CA73EE58B&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
https://northcheshireandmersey.nhs.uk/our-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy-service-halton/?es_c=2297A66BDE0613B5F6F06ABAEA518C46&es_cl=24C27D56058453D48D6BACC4F3888955&es_id=p4e%c2%a329


  



  



 



 



 



 

  



 

  



 


