°

. Halton SEND Carer’s Forum .

Halton Weekly update — 1t May 2026 Halton

Carer’s Forum e
e Vb Cats _ , Carer’s Forum
- Welcome to this week’s update from the Halton SEND Parent Yoy Vaice. Caunte

Carers Forum newsletter -

HSPCF Events and Opportunities

1. Parent Carer Coffee Mornings — 7", 14" and 215t of May

We wanted to share our May coffee morning dates in advance, so families have
plenty of time to arrange schedules to attend any specific coffee morning depending
on guest speakers. We will begin on 7th May in our Bridgewater Park Hub with a
relaxed coffee morning and no guest speaker, giving parent carers the opportunity to
come together for a cuppa, a chat and some peer support. With a lovely sensory
space available too.

We are then pleased to be welcoming Ben Holmes on 14th May at the DCBL
Stadium, followed by Esther Gibson from Woodview Child Development centre on
21st May back in our Bridgewater Park Hub.

These sessions are always a great chance to come together, share experiences, ask
questions and make sure parent carer voices are heard. Please do feel free to share
these dates with other parent carers who may like to come along.

Date: 7" May Time: 9.30am — 11.30am

Venue: Bridgewater Park School Runcorn - No Guest
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Come and meet other parents on a similar journey to yoursal!. Gat
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Meet other parent carers

Help shape local services

Share Important information

"Never underestimate
the power of a chat,
Its a simple act that
can bring lght into
the darkest corners of
loneliness”
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2. Hummingbird Pizza and Craft Night — 8" of May

This months Hummingbird Event takes place next week on the 8" of May. There are

still a small number of spaces available, so if your family would like to come along,

please contact us by email to be added to the list.

These evenings are a lovely opportunity for families to relax, get creative together,

and connect with other parent carers in a safe and welcoming setting.

Time: 5pm-7pm Venue: Hummingbird Studio Runcorn

RSVP Email: info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk

HUMMINGBIRD
ARTS, CRAFTS & PIZZA

join us for our monthly family friendly
session at Hummingbird Art studio.
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3. Parents Zoom Session — 21st May

Our follow-up Parent Carer Zoom Session, led by Michaela Bridge, is a chance for
families to hear the main points discussed at the previous week’s coffee morning with
Ben Holmes, Director of Education, Inclusion and Provision.

We know daytime sessions are not always possible for everyone, so these evening
Zooms are a great way for parent carers to stay connected, hear important updates,
and ask questions.

Please do feel free to share this with other parent carers who may like to come
along. It's great when we have lots of engagement from parents and services are
able to hear parent carers lived experiences.

Time: 8pm-9pm Meeting Id: 834 1793 6320 Passcode: 927643

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83417936320?pwd=0YIdJtLgzmGNAzeP0oKUKbC4lyo3ej.1
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Halton Borough Council Updates

4. SEND Reform Plan

There has been a further update on Halton’s SEND Reform Plan, including why
reform is happening, the work already taking place locally, and what will happen
next over the coming weeks. Work is continuing with parent carers, schools, health
colleagues and other partners to help shape the local plan and make sure local
arrangements reflect what matters most to families.

Parent carers are encouraged to take part in the upcoming SEND engagement
events, which will give families the chance to find out more about the proposed
reforms, share their views, and help shape future local SEND support, including the
developing Experts at Hand model. With the Last in person event taking place on:

Tuesday 5" May 9am-11am - DCBL Stadium.

Please book Via this link : SEND Engagement Events - SEND Reform Plan — Fill
out form . The Slides shared during last weeks zoom are also included in this
Newsletter for those who would like to read them.

3. Disabled Children’s Reqister

Halton Borough Council is asking families to consider completing the Disabled
Children’s Register.

This helps the local authority better understand the number of disabled children and
young people in Halton and the kinds of support families may need. It can also help
with planning services and making sure families are included in relevant updates
and opportunities.|f this applies to your family, you can complete the register using
the link; https://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/disabled-childrens-reqgister

6. New Edition of Send Newsletter

The latest Halton Borough Council SEND Newsletter, released last week, includes
videos from the recent “You Said, We're Doing” event, along with updates on
speech and language therapy, Family Hubs, short breaks, and other SEND
developments across Halton.

If you missed the event, or would like to look back over the information shared, it is
well worth a read. Link: https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/
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Halton Borough Council Updates

5. Consultation now open on increased SEND capacity in Halton

Halton Borough Council is currently consulting on plans to increase local SEND
capacity through new inclusion bases in mainstream schools across Halton.These
proposals would create additional specialist provision for children and young people
with SEND, including support for speech, language and communication needs,
interaction needs, and cognition and learning.

Anyone can still take part in the consultation by sharing their views online or in writing
until 13 May 2026. Link: http://www.halton.gov.uk/RBConsultation

Or if you prefer to attend an in-person consultation event there is one more in person
event scheduled

Saints Peter and Paul Catholic High School — Tuesday 5 May, 5.00pm

7. Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme

Halton Borough Council’s Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme offers free
activities and healthy meals during the Easter, Summer and Winter school
holidays.The programme is available for:

« children and young people aged 4 to 16 who receive benefits-related free
school meals
e young people up to age 25 with special educational needs or disabilities

Activities take place at venues across Halton. Some sessions are open to all school-
aged children, and free packed lunches are available on weekdays.

Families who think they may be eligible for benefits-related free school meals are
encouraged to check and sign up here:
https://www3.halton.qov.uk/Pages/EducationandFamilies/Schools/FreeSchoolM

eals.aspx

The programme is funded by the Department for Education and delivered in
partnership with Halton Borough Council. Details for the Summer HAF programme
will be shared when made available


http://www.halton.gov.uk/RBConsultation
https://www3.halton.gov.uk/Pages/EducationandFamilies/Schools/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx
https://www3.halton.gov.uk/Pages/EducationandFamilies/Schools/FreeSchoolMeals.aspx
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Health updates continue to be shared through the Health Co-production Meetings,
which the forum attends regularly to help keep parent carers informed of local
developments.

8. Bridgewater and Warrington hospital Merger

From 1 April 2026, Warrington and Halton Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust and Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust came together
as one organisation, now called North Cheshire and Mersey NHS Foundation Trust.

For families, the key message is that there are no immediate changes to care, with

services continuing in the same places, with the same staff, contact details and
referral routes.

7. ADHD and sleep medication repeat prescriptions

A reminder that repeat ADHD and sleep medication requests for children and young
people in Halton must now be made by email only.

Families are asked to email 7-10 days before medication runs out to:
bchft.halton.prescriptions@nhs.net.

Requests can only be processed where up-to-date height, weight and blood
pressure measurements are available from the last 3—6 months.

9. Speech and Lanquage Therapy updates:

We know many families are continuing to follow the recent Speech and Language
Therapy changes. Previous updates remain available in our recent newsletters, and
we will continue to share any new information as it becomes available.

Carer's Forum

1
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Families may be interested in The Easy Read Hub, which provides free easy read
versions of news and current affairs across a wide range of topics.

The site creates more accessible versions of complex stories, using a combination of
technology and human review to help make information clearer and easier to
understand. Articles also include images and visual support, and the site is designed to
work well across different devices. This may be a helpful resource for anyone who
benefits from information being shared in a more accessible format.

Link: https://easyread.co.uk/feed?q=special+educational+needs

11. Early Years SEND Reform: online parent sessions

Families with a child aged under 8 who has been through, or is currently in, the early
education system may be interested in these upcoming online parent sessions from
Dingley’s Promise.

The sessions will look at the proposed Early Years SEND reforms and give families the
chance to hear more about the policy changes, share their experiences, and have their
voices heard.

These sessions may be particularly helpful for families of younger children with SEND
who would like to better understand the proposals and feed into the conversation.

Booking link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-years-whitepaper-consultation-
engagement-events-tickets-1987918636154?aff=oddtdtcreator

Dingleys Promise

Early Years SEND Specialists

Join us online:

EARLY YEARS SEND
REFORM: ONLINE PARENT
SESSIONS

JOIN US ONLINE AT THE
FOLLOWING TIMES:

Tuesday 12th May, 12-1pm

Wednesday 13th May, 6-7pm

Thursday 14th May, 6-7pm
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1. Research participants — early years transition study

A trainee Educational Psychologist working with Halton Local Authority is looking for
parent carers to take part in a research project about enhanced transition to primary
school for children with SEND. The research is looking for parent carers of children with
SEND who:

e moved from a private nursery to a mainstream primary school in Halton
e experienced an enhanced or supported transition during Summer 2025
e did not have an EHCP at the time of transition.

Taking part would involve a single in-person interview of around one hour, in a location
chosen by the participant, with an optional follow-up focus group later in the year.
Participation is entirely voluntary.

If this applies to your family and you may be interested in taking part, you can register
your interest by emailing: SXD889@student.bham.ac.uk

Deadline to register interest: 15 May 2026.

ﬁ Halton Send Carers Forum rj haltonsendcarersforum

Haltonsendcarersforum.org.uk

To keep up to date with events, consultations, and support for parent carers, you can stay
connected with us in the following ways:

Website:
www.haltonparentcarersforum.org

@ Email:
info@haltonparentcarersforum.org

Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDParentCarersForum

28 Closed Facebook group (for parent carers):
Halton SEND Parent Carers Forum — Closed Group


http://www.haltonparentcarersforum.org/
mailto:SXD889@student.bham.ac.uk
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Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS

Halton Send Parent
Carer’s Forum

A voice to inform families with children Foundation Trust. Here you will find
with additional needs of the services in information about all of Halton's Health

1 Bridgewater

L our local area which may be beneficial to i

h‘_ﬂ!t:()"“&' ' your child. B C H FT R

R www.haltonsendcarersforum.org.uk www.bridgewater.nhs.uk/halton/
2 ADDvanced Solutions 2 Sendiass

An open access offer that supports the
emotional health and wellbeing of
'@3) neurodivergent children and young people,

If you need some advice, guidance or
support on any issues that are affecting you
or your child then we're here to help. We

SENDIASS

ADDvances Scutiens  their families and the professionals that work m provide impartial and confidential
ot di-cite with them. information and support.
www.addvancedsolutions.co.uk www.sendiasshalton.co.uk/
3 Halton Carer's Centre 3 Family Hubs
Halton Carers' Centre is a network partner of A one stop digital platform for Halton
HALTON the Carers Trust, We work to reach unpaid r residents to use to find services, events,
\\.— support groups and advice

CARE RS young & adult carers and develop services
for them across the borough.,

CENTRE !'jR{‘)\LTQ,\N www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/
www.haltoncarers.co.uk
$f+2 FamilyHub

Together for all in Halton

2 NHS T
www.kooth.com  nHs Foundaton Trust  wiww,merseycare.nhs.uk

Headz Up Halton drop-in hub

An informal drop-in café where young people
up to 18 years, parents and carers can drop by
to speak with a mental health professional for
assessment, advice and signposting to local
Tues- Brockvale / Thursday Warrington Rd

Our Mental Health Support Team provides direct  Kooth is a free digital safe and
mental health support to 45 schools in Halton.  anonymous platform for support for
We promote the early detection and prevention  young people. They have wellbeing
of mental health problems, strengthen links with  activities, journals, discussion
mental health services, providing direct, ongoing boards, tips and a free Chat and
support around mental health and wellbeing messenger option for young people
across the whole school. to talk to someane.
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We are delighted to be based in our new Hub at
Bridgewater Park school. We will host our parent
coffee sessions here and going forward there will b
opportunities for you to have 1:1 discussions with
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HSPCF staff here
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with disabled children



Hewe Your Say on SEND Reforms

0305088

SEMND Engagemant Events — Your Voice Matters

Wea are imating parents, carers, schools, snd professionals to take part inupcoming
SEMD engapement events to help shape how SEND reforms are implemented locally.

The Govermment is introducing changes through a national SEND Reform Plan. We want

to hear your views, experiences, and pricnties so that local armangements reflact whet
matters maost to our SEND community.

What are the events about?
* | earm about the key propossals in the SEMD Reform Plan

* Help shape future SEMD provision and support lecally, including the Experts &t Hand
model

» Strengthening Effective Partnerships and Practice

Your feedback will directly inform local decision-making and planning.

Whao should attend?

* Parants and carers of children and young pecple with SEND

* Schools, settings, and colleges

* Education, health and social care professionals

Event details

There are 3 detes for the SEMD Engagemeant Events (you only neaed to attend 1 date]

¢  Maonday 27th April - 1pm - 2pm
¢  Wednesday 25th April- 1pm - 3pm
¢ Tuesday03th May-3am-11am
Details of venue will be sant cnce your place is confirmed.

Howe to book:

Plessea use this Ink to book your placa
SEND Engagament Events - SEND Reform Elap - Fill out form

Why your voice matters

By sttending, you can help ensure changes are inclusive, transparent, and focusad on
improving outcomes for children and young people with SEMD. We look forward to
heanng from you. Together, we can shape & better SEND system.
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Halton SEND PCF Evening

Zoom
Thursday, 26 April 2026

1
_ ) INHS
Local Area SEND Partnership Ty & S —
Key Updates Tonight

1. You Said, We Did, We're Doing Event - those not able to attend vide os were made of all the presentations
which were on:

2. These areallinthe SEND Parent Carer newsletter, have you all signed up? if not, please do by emailing me
3. S&LTherapy Update
4. Changes st Bridgewster Foundation Trust

5. SEND Reforms

6. Questionsorqueries
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Local Area SEND Partnership
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You Said, We Did, We're Doing Event:

Cursecond "You Said, We Oid, We're Doing' event too k plece on 28 March at the Halton Stedium. The event
sllowed the Halton Locsl Ares SEND Partnership to update parents and carers on the progress being made across
SEMND services in Halton, sswell sz whet's coming nest.

Therewss an overview ofwhet parents and carers heve told us, whet we heve done so far regarding tho se
suggestions andwhet isto come next.

After feed back fro m our first event there was & refreshed format which mede sure the session wes focused and
intersctive, including tabletop ectivities.

Forthose of youwho weren't able to join us on the day, sllthe presentstions from the event were recorded and can
be eccessed on thelstest Helton SEMD Parent Carer Mewsletter.

Qurestion:
A suggestion is that these ewvents may be more sccessibie ifwe were to hold them on 8 Saturday morning
Jjust for 8 couple of hours with activities for children and young people going on st the same time.

Local Area SEND Partnership

HALTON e
Halton Speech & Language Tharapy Update
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Update on the New North Cheshire and Mersey MHS Foundation Trust

From 1 Agpril, Warrington and Hatton Teaching Hospitats NHS Founds tl:unTrust n:|E.r|¥ ewater Community Healthoare NHS
Foundsztion Trust have formally come togsther a5 2 single organis ation: 5 ati

This merger hes been in development for s.ome ime and has now been approved nationzll: The simis simple: to bring
hos pital and community senvices closer togsther, improwving cans journeys and making services mone joined-up and resilisnt

This milestone marks s rew chapter for healthcarein Warington and Halton, snd is intended to ransform and srengthen

easlthcare senvices over the months and yesrs shead to provide exceptiona care. While the orgsnisation’s name is changing,
there will be no immediste changes tothe mngs of senvices and care provided. Petients and senvices userswill continue to
receive the same careand treatment, with the same medical team, in the same place.

What does this mean in practice?

= MNochanges forfamilies or referrers —the same staff inthe same locations

= Benice names, contact detsils, and refersl routes all stay the same

= Around 6,500 staff are nowsworking togsther across scue and community Senices

= Orver time, senices will be streamlined to improve waiting times and maks sure careis delveredin theright plece stthe

.........

right time
5
Local Area SEND Partnership H—;}ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ & D e

Drepartment for Education Plans to Reform SEMD Support

The Council for Disebled Children and the Depatment f:nr Educstion are partnering to host & series of online and
in-person engegement events s part of the & £ & g People o

These events are 8n impo tant op portunity for enyone with animterest in the consultetion to share theirviews on
the proposels- including parents end carers, local suthorities, schools, earlyyears and further educstion settings,
end socisl cere and heslth representatives.

fou can find out more informatio n and book on anewent here.

Here's & link to the information lesflets thet the Department for Educstion have produced parent / carers sbout
the reforms:

i

North Cheshire and Mersey NHS Foundation Trust - North Cheshire and Mersey NHS Foundation Trust

Every child achieving and thriving and SEND consultation supporting information - GOV.UK

North Cheshire and Mersey NHS Foundation Trust -
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https://northcheshireandmersey.nhs.uk/?es_c=2297A66BDE0613B5F6F06ABAEA518C46&es_cl=D48B9D6B190765EA76D310EAA5399000&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-send-reforms-sheets?es_c=2297A66BDE0613B5F6F06ABAEA518C46&es_cl=15202371062AFD9ACB3B6E5CA73EE58B&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
https://northcheshireandmersey.nhs.uk/our-services/childrens-speech-and-language-therapy-service-halton/?es_c=2297A66BDE0613B5F6F06ABAEA518C46&es_cl=24C27D56058453D48D6BACC4F3888955&es_id=p4e%c2%a329

SEND Reform Plan

Why is SEND reform happening?
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Principles for SEND reform
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Who is responsible for delivering reform?
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What the local area must submit:

Loczl SEND retorm plan
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Whatis the SEND Reform Plan?
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Whatis the Maturity Assessment?
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What will we be doing:
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Engagement events —focus & provisional dates

T i & 5 5 ¥ | TR L SRR
-~
15 al Ha
ng L 15 Al Han 1 slral
| 1 1 Arlnsars T | |
Al SR L 5
| T Azl - — pam | DERL SLadiu
. - -
gy £ - = Jpm (TR
T & ] gy —Sam - am |DCRL SLadiu
-
| L L 1 L laciLale STl SRR | | 3

[
=)

R 0g 000 0000000003 03030808030303003030303030303030303030300303503503030303 030303080308 03 0300
GG R R X X X X 0K X 0K 0K 0K 03X 0K 0K 0K 03X 03X 00X 0K 03X 03X 00X 00X 00X 00X 0K 0K 0k e pak gk pakpak papapapadpadpad

P00 00000008008 0080080080000800800008008008008008008008008008008008008008008008



Key Dates for submission:

* Draft SEND Reform Plan — 15™ May 2026
* Final submission of SEND Reform Plan— 1950 June 2026

Risks & challenges
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WAS YOUR CHILD SUPPORTED
THROUGH THEIR EARLY YEARS
TRANSITION TO PRIMARY SCHOOL?

PARTICIPANTS
5 NEEDED

RESEARCH STUDY:
-SINGLE 1-HOUR INTERVIEW
-OPTIONAL FOCUS GROUP FOLLOW UP

\
=
Requirements:

* Parent/Carers of Children with SEND* but 2>\
no EHCP** (at time of transition)

* You were involved in a supported enhanced
transition for your child during Summer 2025

* Your child transitioned from private nursery

to mainstream primary school within Halton

Register your interest
SXD889@STUDENT.BHAM.AC.UK

by 15" May 2026

*SEND: Spedial Educational Need and Disabilities **EHCP: Educational, Hesith, Care, Plan
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Interest con be registered by participants
by 5" May 2026 via emall If there is over-
registration, participants will be selected ot
random.
Participants will be contacted to bock an
interview. There will be no financial
reimbursement for participating.

Single, in-person interview will last
approximately | hour, in a location that the
participant ts most comfortable with.

The interview will be qudio-recorded
then transcribed, anonymised and stored
confidentially to be analysed by the
researcher.

Participants will be invited to join the
focus group in Winter 2026 fo discuss
the findings and consider ideas for
change. The focus group will be audio
recorded, so the findings can be
summarised.
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