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1. Summer Closure 17th July – 2nd September  

As we come towards the end of the academic year, we wanted to share a reminder 
of our summer closure dates with families. 

The forum will close for the summer on 17th July and will re-open on 2nd September. 
Our first coffee morning back will then take place on 10th September, and we are 
already looking forward to welcoming families back after the summer break. 

We hope all of our families have a lovely summer and get the chance to enjoy some 
of the lovely weather, rest and quality time together over the break. 

 

 

 



 

2. Job Opportunity -   Parent Co-ordinator opportunity 

Halton SEND Parent Carers Forum is currently recruiting for a Parent Co-ordinator 
to help strengthen parent participation, support families and influence positive 
change across local SEND services. 

This role is based in Halton and offers an opportunity to be part of a supportive and 
passionate team, help shape local services through co-production, and make a real 
difference for SEND families across the borough. 

Key details; Hours: Fridays, 9.30am – 2.30pm, Salary: £12.71 per hour 

 



 

 

 

3. Halton Borough Council coffee morning dates – autumn term 

We also wanted to share the upcoming Halton Borough Council coffee morning 
dates for the autumn term, so families have plenty of notice as we begin to look 
ahead to September. 

These sessions are a great opportunity for parent carers to come together, hear 
updates, ask questions and share their experiences directly with Halton Borough 
Council in an informal setting at the DCBL Stadium in Widnes. We will continue to 
share more information on each session and any guest focus closer to the time. 

  



 

 

 

 

Halton Borough Council Updates 

 

4. Department for Education SEND consultation updates 

Families may wish to be aware that the Department for Education has published  
fact sheets linked to its current SEND consultations. We know these are important 
topics for many families, so we are sharing the fact sheets for anyone who may 
wish to read more and have their say in the upcoming consultations  

These include information about proposals on Education Otherwise Than At School 
(EOTAS) and upfront funding for mainstream schools.  The fact sheets are 
designed to help parents, carers and professionals better understand the proposals 
before responding. The EOTAS consultation need to know guide explains that no 
decisions have been made, that any changes would not come in before September 
2030 at the earliest, and that the consultation is open until 18 September 2026.  

SEND reform: education otherwise than at school – what parents and carers of 
children and young people need to know - GOV.UK 

The separate consultation on upfront funding for mainstream schools looks at 
whether more SEND funding should reach schools earlier, so support can be put in 
place more quickly. The government states that this would not change a child’s 
legal rights or the support set out in an EHC plan.  

Upfront funding for mainstream schools: creating a ‘local SEND inclusion formula’ – 
what parents and carers of children and young people need to know - GOV.UK 

5. HAF – Summer Holiday Activity and Food  

The Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme which offers free activities and 
healthy meals during the school holidays. The programme is available for children 
and young people aged 4 to 16 who receive benefits-related free school meals 
alongside there are being a number of places available to other vulnerable groups 
of children and young people, such as SEND (until 25), Young Carers and those 
Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET.)   Summer HAF Link  

6. Sign up to the Halton Borough Council Send Newsletter  

Families may also wish to look at the latest Halton Borough Council SEND 
newsletter which includes updates and information from a range of local services. 
We have included the link to the latest edition below, and families can also sign up 
to receive future newsletters directly.  

Sign up for the Halton Borough Council Newsletter  

https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/C66D9B0C4B52A0488ED79F2159B55
1538760A6C3B1390C972E1EE3345C613853/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3C
D73BA3/VIB?es_c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=BFB62845
3984C0F69E1E294928980FD2&es_id=p4e%c2%a329 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/send-reform-education-otherwise-than-at-school/send-reform-education-otherwise-than-at-school-what-parents-and-carers-of-children-and-young-people-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/send-reform-education-otherwise-than-at-school/send-reform-education-otherwise-than-at-school-what-parents-and-carers-of-children-and-young-people-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/upfront-funding-for-mainstream-schools-creating-a-local-send-inclusion-formula/upfront-funding-for-mainstream-schools-creating-a-local-send-inclusion-formula-what-parents-and-carers-of-children-and-young-people-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/upfront-funding-for-mainstream-schools-creating-a-local-send-inclusion-formula/upfront-funding-for-mainstream-schools-creating-a-local-send-inclusion-formula-what-parents-and-carers-of-children-and-young-people-need-to-know
https://eequ.org/haltonhaf?fbclid=IwRlRTSASQFk1leHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEeFwDZeL0q6FIgM_PaaKUrSzWnwAQ4l6AniAMyV6u6ScP9fsPnqasu1KwZ7E0_aem_KikSbX4QaCQyUEPapM8OBQ
https://signup.es-mail.co.uk/Signup/a7125672ee19683656ed341c758c6fb3?fbclid=IwVERDUASh8-ZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEe02zjGV5lkhIxb2Z2-CHXIqltkAToacNpOIcvepnnrU1ZUwNopX67VbOWquk_aem_uN6eA-lQZVAwQtaXbJACbA
https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/C66D9B0C4B52A0488ED79F2159B551538760A6C3B1390C972E1EE3345C613853/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3/VIB?es_c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=BFB628453984C0F69E1E294928980FD2&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/C66D9B0C4B52A0488ED79F2159B551538760A6C3B1390C972E1EE3345C613853/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3/VIB?es_c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=BFB628453984C0F69E1E294928980FD2&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/C66D9B0C4B52A0488ED79F2159B551538760A6C3B1390C972E1EE3345C613853/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3/VIB?es_c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=BFB628453984C0F69E1E294928980FD2&es_id=p4e%c2%a329
https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/C66D9B0C4B52A0488ED79F2159B551538760A6C3B1390C972E1EE3345C613853/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3/VIB?es_c=A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3&es_cl=BFB628453984C0F69E1E294928980FD2&es_id=p4e%c2%a329


 

 

 
 

Health and Cheshire and Merseyside ICB Updates 

7. Children and Young People’s Emotional Health and Wellbeing directory 

Before its official launch, families are being invited to explore the new Children 
and Young People’s Emotional Health and Wellbeing online service directory for 
Halton which has been created by staff from Halton’s ICB.  

The directory is based on the Thrive approach and is intended to help children, 
young people, families and professionals find the right level of emotional health 
and wellbeing support locally. The directory includes services and support for 
different levels of need, to ensure children are directed to the right service without 
unnecessary barriers. There are services available for the following four areas of 
need: Getting advice and signposting, Getting Help, Getting More Help and 
Getting Risk Support.   

 Parent carers are encouraged to have a look through the website and complete 
the Thrive Feedback Form so that feedback can help shape the directory and 
make sure it is as useful, robust as possible for families in Halton. 

https://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/thrive 

8. Cheshire and Merseyside Neurodevelopment Pathway resources 

Families may wish to look at the webpages for the new Cheshire and Merseyside 
Neurodevelopment Pathway. Including the Knowing Me profiling tool, which aims 
to better support neurodivergent children, young people and their families. 

Within this resource families may find some of the information linked to the PINS 
project helpful. Although the Partnerships for Inclusion of Neurodiversity in 
Schools work was designed for schools, there are several useful training 
resources, videos or webinars that parent carers may also find helpful to explore.  

Neurodevelopment pathway - NHS Cheshire and Merseyside 

PINS - NHS Cheshire and Merseyside  

9. Sleep medication prescribing update 

Some families are now receiving letters explaining that where a child or young 
person is stable on melatonin, prescribing is moving to the GP. ADHD medication 
will continue to be issued by the Community Paediatrics / Neurodevelopmental 
Service via bchft.halton.prescriptions@nhs.net. If families experience any 
difficulties ordering sleep medication through their GP after receiving this letter, 
they are advised to contact the Neurodevelopmental Nursing Team via 
bchft.haltonndnt@nhs.net.  

https://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/thrive
https://www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk/your-health/neurodevelopment-pathway/
https://www.cheshireandmerseyside.nhs.uk/your-health/neurodevelopment-pathway/pins/
mailto:bchft.halton.prescriptions@nhs.net
mailto:bchft.haltonndnt@nhs.net


 

 

Other Information & Support 

10. Home to school and college transport info – by Contact  

With us approaching the end of the academic year families may also wish to take a look at 
Contact’s school transport information for England, which explains rights and entitlements 
around home to school and college transport for children and young people with SEND. 
This may be particularly helpful for families who have questions about eligibility, transport 
options, challenging decisions, or support for young people over 16.  

Link: School transport in England | Contact  

11. SENsory Fest! – Wirral  

Families may also be interested in SENsory Fest taking place on Saturday 29th August 
2026 at Birkenhead Park. 

This event has been designed by SEND parents, for SEND parents and is planned as a 
relaxed, supportive family festival across three ticketed sessions during the day. The 
activities included are set to feature inflatables, sensory and foam play, a LEGO tent, 
therapy animals, bubble shows, trampolines, and entertainment from Mr Tumble Liverpool 
and Friends, alongside parent advice hubs, accessible facilities, and ARFID / beige-food 
aware catering. 

It has been planned with children who have a SEND diagnosis, or who are on the 
pathway, in mind, with siblings, friends and family also very welcome. 

Buy tickets – SENsory Fest! – Birkenhead Park  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Halton Send Carers Forum haltonsendcarersforum 

Haltonsendcarersforum.org.uk 

To keep up to date with events, consultations, and support for parent carers, you can stay 

connected with us in the following ways: 

  Website: 

www.haltonparentcarersforum.org 

        Email:  

info@haltonparentcarersforum.org 

 Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/HaltonSENDParentCarersForum 

   Closed Facebook group (for parent carers): 

Halton SEND Parent Carers Forum – Closed Group 

 

 

 

https://contact.org.uk/help-for-families/information-advice-services/education-learning/transport-to-school-and-college/transport-in-england/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=transport_qa_8july&utm_content=School+transport+QA+8+july+-+Core
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/yaywirral/2279122
http://www.haltonparentcarersforum.org/


 



 



 



 





  


