
 
 

2nd October 2026  

We have lots coming up for parent carers throughout October, so we wanted to bring everything 
together in one place. Our October What’s On poster includes the latest coffee mornings, and 
opportunities for families to get involved, ask questions and connect with other parent carers. 

Coffee Morning 8th of October 9.30-11.30  Bridgewater Park School Hub 

For our next coffee morning  we will be joined by Cheryl from Gateway Community Alternative 
Provision. Cheryl will be coming along to introduce families to Gateway, explain more about the 
provision and the work they do locally, and share information about the different opportunities 
and support they offer for children and young people. 

Gateway also runs a 16+ Saturday provision in Widnes, providing a safe and welcoming space 
for young people and adults with SEND to socialise, relax and spend time with friends. Activities 
include things such as films, gaming, bingo and social activities, with occasional small trips also 
offered. The coffee morning will be a chance for parent carers to hear more directly from Cheryl, 
find out who Gateway may be able to support and ask any questions they may have. 

Coffee Morning 15th October 9.30-11.30 – Bridgewater Park School Hub   

Our coffee morning on 15th October will be a little different, as we won’t have a guest speaker 
joining us. This gives parent carers a chance to simply come along, relax, have a drink and spend 
time with others who may be in a similar situation. There’s no set agenda and no pressure to talk 
about anything in particular — it can just be a chance to have a chat, share experiences, ask 
other parent carers questions or enjoy some time with people who understand. 

These more informal sessions can be a really valuable way to build connections, so if you know 
another parent carer who might benefit from meeting others, please do share the coffee morning 
details with them. New faces are always very welcome. 



 
 

Local offer Live 7th & 9th OCT  - NEXT WEEK  

A reminder that Local Offer Live is taking place next 
week!  

With a wide range of local services and 
organisations from across Health, Council 
Services, activity providers and more  will be 
attending, giving families the opportunity to speak 
to teams directly and find out more about who they 
are, what they do and how they may be able to 
support children, young people and families in 
Halton. 

It’s a useful chance to ask questions, discover 
services you may not have come across before, and 
get a clearer picture of the support available locally 
all in one place. We’d really encourage families to 
come particularly if you are looking for information, 
support or just want to better understand what is 
available in Halton  

Wednesday 7th October, 3–6pm 
Brookvale Family Hub, Runcorn, WA7 6BJ 

Friday 9th October, 9am–1pm 
Ditton Family Hub, Widnes, WA8 8DF 

More information via tracy.ryan@halton.gov.uk. 

 

 

 

Preparing for Adulthood and Transition Team  

Following our recent coffee morning, Dean 
Tierney has shared some useful information for 
families around Preparing for Adulthood and the 
support available locally. Halton is currently 
updating the Preparing for Adulthood section of 
the Local Offer and families can already access 
a range of practical guides covering areas such 
as independent living, banking, using a mobile 
phone and developing everyday life skills. 

The information also includes details about 
Halton’s Transition Team, who support young 
people as they move towards adulthood. 
Families can find out more about the team and 
access to an online referral form available. 

Preparing for Adulthood – Independent Living: 
https://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/send-pfa-
independent-living?smart=onboarding  

Transition Team referral form: 
https://halton.me/transition-referral-form/  

 

mailto:tracy.ryan@halton.gov.uk
https://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/send-pfa-independent-living?smart=onboarding
https://www.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/send-pfa-independent-living?smart=onboarding
https://halton.me/transition-referral-form/


 
 

          

 

Soluna by Kooth – parent and carer demo 

Soluna by Kooth is a free, safe and anonymous mental 
health platform for children and young people. It 
launched September 26 as an upgraded version of the 
original Kooth service.  

A temporary demo area is available for parents and 
carers, giving you the opportunity to explore the 
platform and see what your child or young person will 
experience when using the service. To try the demo: 

- Visit the Soluna Demo Site, Enter a dummy date 
of birth between 10 and 25 years old, You can also 
link an email address if you would like to see how 
a full user account works.  

Young people can access Soluna through the website, 
while the downloadable mobile app is available for 
those aged 13 and over. Parent/carer demo: 
https://demo-web.solunaapp.com/ 

Soluna website: solunaapp.com  

 

Warrington & Halton SEND Health and Hospital 
Passport 

The new Passport has now launched, helping health 
professionals better understand and provide the right 
support when children, young people and adults with 
SEND access health services.  

The passport has been co-produced with parent carers 
and health professionals and is designed to give 
families and individuals a simple way to share 
important information about their needs. This can 
include things such as communication preferences, 
sensory needs, how someone shows pain or distress, 
and the support that helps them feel safe and 
understood. The aim is to make healthcare 
experiences safer, easier and more person-centred.  

While we wait for a download link, anyone who would 
like a fully editable copy of the Health and Hospital 
Passport can get in touch with the forum and we can 
email a copy directly to you.  

 

https://demo-web.solunaapp.com/


 
 
 

 

SEND-friendly events and Home Ed groups at The 
New Albion 

Stella at The New Albion in Widnes has been in touch 
with the forum to let families know about some new 
SEND-friendly events and regular home education 
groups they are running. 

The pub is keen to create events that feel welcoming, 
manageable and less overwhelming for children and 
young people with SEND. Upcoming plans include: 

SEND Halloween Party – Sunday 1st November, 3–5pm 

SEND Supper with Santa – 22nd December, 5–6pm, 
including supper, hot chocolate, Christmas story time, 
a letter to Santa, a visit to Santa and a small gift 

Places for the SEND events will be limited and bookings 
will be taken to help keep numbers manageable  

Contact Stella - info@newalbionwidnes.com 

The Home ED groups are open to families who home 
educate, or are considering it, and offer a relaxed space 
to meet other families, share ideas and access books, 
games, crafts and pool tables. 

Primary & Reception age: Wednesdays, 1–3pm 
Secondary age: Thursdays, 1–3pm 

Venue: The New Albion, 1 Liverpool Road, Widnes, WA8 
7AR 

Halton Young Carers   

Halton Carers Centre has shared its latest 
Young Carers Newsletter with information 
about groups, activities and support available 
for young carers across Halton. Young carers 
groups run throughout the school term with 
additional trips and activities during half 
terms. All groups, trips and activities are 
completely free and are designed to give 
young carers a break from their caring role, 
reduce isolation and provide opportunities to 
make friends and try new activities. 

 

 

Dawnstar Gaming – Culture 26 Finale 

Dawnstar Gaming CIC has shared details of 
the finale of its Made in Halton, Forged in 
Adventure project. The event will feature a live 
Dungeons & Dragons adventure with 
collaborative storytelling, performance and 
audience participation. 

Thursday 22nd October – 6pm 
The Brindley Studio, Runcorn 

Dawnstar works to make tabletop gaming 
welcoming and accessible, including for 
neurodivergent young people and people with 
additional needs. 

Inclusive Gaming Sessions for all in Halton | 
Dawnstar Gaming CIC  

 

 

Any events/ service suggestions please share with us 
info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk  

https://www.dawnstargaming.co.uk/
https://www.dawnstargaming.co.uk/
mailto:info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk


 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

          

 



 
 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 


