
 
 

13th November  2026  

Thank You – Yesterdays Coffee Morning and Follow up  Zoom  

A big thank you to everyone who joined us at today’s coffee morning, especially with the last-minute 
change of venue. We’d also like to thank Kelly Carey and David Wilcoxson from Halton Borough 
Council for coming along, answering parent questions and sharing a number of SEND updates. 

There was some positive news around the SEND team now being fully staffed, alongside progress 
with the Experts at Hand model with most of the specialist posts now recruited to. Halton’s SEND 
Reform Plan and SEND Improvement Plan have also now been published on the Local Offer, and 
families can view them here: https://localoffer.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/send-education-docs 

An update was also given on the Runcorn school closure consultation. The recommendation report 
has now been released and will be considered by Halton’s Executive Board on 19th November. It’s 
important to note that the report contains a recommendation only and is not the final decision. 

If you couldn’t make the session today, Michaela Bridge from Halton Borough Council will be joining 
us for a follow-up Zoom next week on Thursday 19th November at 8pm. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81241928801?pwd=JrAdiPhGRi7Ntgpito8PO7wnafwdSZ.1 

 

Parent Carer Coffee Morning – 19th Nov 9.30-11.30  

Our next coffee morning will be on Thursday 19th November, 9.30–11.30am at the Bridgewater Park 
Hub. There’ll be no guest speaker this week, so it’s a chance for parent carers to come along for a 
brew, have a chat, meet other families and catch up with the forum team in a relaxed and informal 
space. Children are very welcome, and families can also make use of the sensory room at the hub 
during the session. 

There’s no need to book - just come along. 

 

 

https://localoffer.haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/send-education-docs
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81241928801?pwd=JrAdiPhGRi7Ntgpito8PO7wnafwdSZ.1


 
 

SEND Short Breaks Christmas Family Event 

A reminder that Halton’s Short Breaks Christmas 
Family Event is taking place at Halton Leisure 
Centre, Widnes. Families can enjoy bowling, a 
bouncy castle, games and a visit from Santa. The 
event is for families accessing SEND Short Breaks 
and families attending SEND Little Stars groups. 

Wednesday 16th December, 3.30–5.30pm 
Halton Leisure Centre, Widnes 

Booking is essential: 0151 511 6560 
AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk 

Christmas HAF – Coming Soon 

Halton’s Holiday Activity and Food programme will 
be running again over the Christmas school 
holidays, offering eligible children and young people 
access to free activities and food during the break. 

The Winter providers have now been selected and 
we’ve already seen some starting to share that 
they’ll be taking part. We’ll share the full activity 
programme and booking information once it 
becomes available to us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transition Carers Forum 

Halton’s Transition Team is starting a new monthly 
online Carers Forum for parents and family 
members of young people moving towards 
adulthood. Planning for transition can begin from 
age 14 and the sessions will give families the 
chance to learn more about the Transition Team, 
referrals, assessments, legal frameworks and the 
support available in Halton. 

The forum will take place on the first Tuesday of 
every month at 4.30pm via Microsoft Teams, 
starting in December. To request a link email: 
transition.team@halton.gov.uk 

Halton Borough Council SEND Newsletter – 
Issue 9 

The latest edition of is now available. The 
newsletter brings together updates, information 
and developments from SEND services across 
Halton and is a useful way for families to keep up 
to date with what’s happening locally. 

Read Issue 9 here: 
HBC Parent SEND Newsletter  

 

mailto:AimingHigh.forDisabledChildren@halton.gov.uk
mailto:transition.team@halton.gov.uk
https://news.communications.halton.gov.uk/921225EB785B5C7FF89B570B9F8B5C7EA393D6AC759AF510439752E45C28D258/A16EBCD403A37C8941C1B6AE3CD73BA3/LE35


 
 

          

HeadzUp Halton – Mental health drop-in support 

HeadzUp Halton is a free drop-in service for 
children and young people up to 18  along with 
their parents and carers, who would like advice or 
support around emotional wellbeing and mental 
health. Following the recent tragic deaths of two 
young people in Halton, the Mental Health Support 
Team has also shared a letter with information 
about grief, bereavement and where families can 
access further support. The full letter is included at 
the end of this week’s newsletter. 

Runcorn: Tuesdays, 2.30–4.30pm – Brookvale 
Children’s Centre 
Widnes: Thursdays, 2.30–4.30pm – Warrington 
Road Children’s Centre. 

Our thoughts are with the families, friends and 
everyone affected at this incredibly difficult time. 

 

 

Knowing Me Profiling Tool – Parent Update  

The Knowing Me profiling tool is continuing to roll out 
across Cheshire and Merseyside, with around 1,600 
professionals now trained. A new Microsoft Forms 
version has also been introduced to make the profiling 
process easier for families and professionals to 
complete together. For parents and carers whose child 
or young person will be completing the tool, 
ADDvanced Solutions is also offering awareness 
sessions to help explain what the profiling tool is, how 
it works and what to expect. Find out More Here  

 Soluna by Kooth 

Soluna is a free, safe and anonymous mental health 
app and online platform for children and young people. 

Parents and carers can also use the temporary demo 
area to see what the platform looks like and how it 
works before their child uses it.  Parent/carer demo: 
https://demo-web.solunaapp.com/ 
Website: solunaapp.com 

 

 

 

https://addvancedsolutions.co.uk/knowing-me/
https://demo-web.solunaapp.com/


 
 
 

 

Free Introduction to Illustration Course 

Halton Adult Learning is running a free Introduction to 
Illustration course starting in January at Kingsway 
Learning Centre. The course is suitable for beginners 
and will cover character design, create storybook 
illustrations and developing creative skills in a friendly 
and supportive environment. Those who successfully 
complete the course can work towards an NCFE Level 2 
Award in Creative Craft. Places are limited. 

Starts: Monday 4th January 2027  - 9.30am–3pm 
Venue: Kingsway Learning Centre 

To book: 0151 511 7788  adult.learning@halton.gov.uk 

Winter money help for families  

SEND Parents Help has published a useful winter 
money guide covering support that some families may 
be able to access, including the Warm Home Discount, 
WaterSure, help with NHS travel costs, vehicle tax 
exemption and VAT relief on adapted vehicles. Read the 
guide: sendparentshelp.com/blog/winter-money-help 

Now & Next – visual support app 

Little Regulated Life has created a visual support app 
for autistic and ADHD children, with Now & Next, First & 
Then, visual timers, routines, star charts and calming 
tools. It works on phones, tablets and computers and is 
free to start with no account needed. 

Find out more: https://littleregulatedlife.com 

  

 

 

The Autism Wellbeing Podcast -  

One of our own forum members is involved in the 
Autism Wellbeing Podcast, which shares real 
experiences and perspectives from autistic people 
and others with lived experience. Recent 
conversations explore topics such as friendships, 
relationships, growing up and making sense of the 
past, making it a useful listen for parent carers and 
anyone wanting to better understand different 
autistic experiences. 

Available on Spotify, Apple Podcasts and 
Buzzsprout. See the poster for more details. 

 
  

Kidz to Adultz North – 3rd December 

Kidz to Adultz North returns to Exhibition 
Centre Liverpool on Thursday 3rd December, 
9.30am–4pm. 

This is a free event for disabled children and 
young people, families, carers and 
professionals, bringing together 100+ 
exhibitors showcasing specialist equipment, 
assistive technology, products and services. 
Families can also speak directly with 
specialists and organisations, try equipment 
and attend free seminars throughout the day. 

Tickets are free and can be booked in advance. 

Kidz to Adultz North - Free Event Organised by 
Disabled Living 

 

Any events/ service suggestions please share with us 
info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk  

mailto:adult.learning@halton.gov.uk
https://sendparentshelp.com/blog/winter-money-help-disabled-child
https://littleregulatedlife.com/now-and-next/
https://www.kidzexhibitions.co.uk/kidz-north/
https://www.kidzexhibitions.co.uk/kidz-north/
mailto:info@haltonsendpcf.org.uk


 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 


